Historic,  Archive  Document 

Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


1 


U.S.  or  aGRICULTUEB] 

Production  cu.icl  Iir.rkGting  Adnin. 
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In  cooperation  with  the 
Pederal-St ate  Markot  l^ews  Service 


imAT'S  U^;^  Ii:  TH3  HAHGITS? 


(uSDA  Pood  Bulletin  for  the  week  endinc  March  7,  194?) 


2?'       SAiT  5^HA1ICISC0,  March  4— ^-A^^ain  this  week,  "best  "buys  on  fr^iit  include 
snail  orrar:os%  r:ra-oe  fruit ,  Hone  Beauty  airole  s ,  rjid  California  ITewtown  apples. 

LoDons  remain  a  fairly  ^ood  "buy^  "but  avocados  are  higher  priced,  esx^ecially 
on  snail  sizes*, 

^kion{i  the  vei;;;ota'bles,  sone  ups  and  dov/ns  in  price  have  shifted  thinj];s 
around  so  tliat  cahha^ze  at  a  slightly  lower  price,  caulif lov;er,  onions ,  ipot atoes 
a  shade  higher  priced,  rn.d  s ipinach  a  little  lower  in  price  top  the  list  of 
good  "buys. 

Art i choke s  ra^e  dov/n  in  price  to  nrke  then  a  fcir  T3uy,  sjid  considering 
the  season  and  lov/er  price,  asparagus  is  a  fa^irly  good  "buyo    Other  fair  "buys 
include  "broccoli  (higher),  carrots,  peas  (slightly  higher),  rjid  hothouse 
rhuhrj-"b  (a  little  higher). 

Celery,  lettuce,,  pp-jpers ,  and  squash  are  stilJ  x^^retty  high  priced  aaid 
t on at 00 s  have  alnost  reached  the  luxury  class. 
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lloct  pricGs  are  holding  t ho ir  ow.  aiicl  sro  higher  on  sone  cuts  of 
"beef  and  on  ?.inost  c.ll  cnts  of  pork.    Supplies  of  all  classes  are  clearing 
dc.ily.    The  availr-"ble  "beef  is  mostly  Comnercial  to  G-ood  steer  and  heifer 
Deef ,  '.vith  a  noticealilj  scrait  sux^ply  of  com  "beef.    G-ood  heef  roujr.ds  cxo  up 
$2.00  this  v.-eeh.     In  general,  the  equality  on  ve al  is  Comnercial  a.nd  Utility, 
v.d-ile  Irr^D  continues  to  run  nainly  G-ood  and  Choice,     Supplies  of  lamo  are  a 
little  heavier,   out  some  curtailment  in  demand  is  evident,    A  very  lij^ht 
supply  of  eue  mutton  is  in  narrov;  demand,    ^/hen  it  cones  to  ipork,  prices  have 
taken  quite  a  jump.    Both  pork  loins  and  spareri'os  are  axound  $8,00  higher 
than  a  week  ac:o ;  fresh  picnics  are  $4cOO  higher;  a:id  smoked  ham  an.d  "bacon 
are  up  52,00.    I-Iov;ever,  sujiplies  a.re  enjoying  a  ladrly  l)road  demand. 

Light  receipts  of  "Gutter  are  in  fairly  ?,ctive  demand  with  the  result 
that  3-radc  A  (92  Score)  "butter  is  3  cents  per  pound  higher  this  week  at  75 
centse    G-ra,de  3  (30  Score)  has  'oeen  in  light  donajid  and  remains  at  71  cents 
per  pound. 

are  in  rather  light  supply,  too.    Demand  has  improved,  and 
prices  a.re  higher  on  G-rade  A  Large  eggs  a.t  45j-^  per  dozen  and  on  SmcjLls  at 
38j-i?  as  *.-ell  a,s  on  G-rade  3  Large  eggs  a.t  4:l-^ii .     G-rade  A  Ilediuns  remain  a,t 
41-|-  cents  per  dozen. 

I-Ioderateiv'  heavy  i^eceipts  of  ipoult rr  a,re  en.jo^/lng  an  improved  denriid 
raid  higher  prices,    3roilers,  fryers,  roadsters,  heavy  v/eight  Leghorn  hens, 
dressed  colored  hens,  ducks,  an.d  dressed  youjig  hen  turkeys  are  all  1  to  2 
cents  per  pound  hi^iier  than  last  week, 
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L\So  DiPASE-LilT  OP  AGHICULTUE3  In  cooperation  with  th(f^'- 

Production  and  Marhoting  Adj.iini  strati  on  Pcdcral-StatG  Market  lT|ws  Sorvico 
Infomation  Sorvico 

821  Market  Street,  Hoon  -609  /  •  *  •  ' 

Srji  FrriiCisco  3,  Crliiornia  /         ^PR  o  a 

O              (USUI  Pood  Bulletin  for  the  week  ending  March  14,  194t)-  '  "-'O-^/^- 

/  S^^I  FEAIICISCO,  IlrJTch  11  Toiopinc  the  list  of  iDcst  "buys  this  v/eek 

are  California  a lor-'lc s  and  frrp.po fruit  at  unchanged  prices.    All  apples  fron 

the  IJorthwest  are  consideral)l7  higher  priccdo 

The  only  tv/o  fair  "buys  on  fruit  include  snail .  oranges  and  loncns  o 
Itoon  it  cones  to  the  vegcta'clesy  v;e  find  lov/cr  priced  art i choke s  and 

s-oinrch,  together  v/ith  ca'b'bago  and  higher  priced  onions  coid  Tpot atoes ^  at  the 

top  of  the  list  of  iDest  buysa 

Asparargis ^  "broccoli .  caulif lov/er  (slightly  higher),  lettuce,  and  peas  iiako 

up  the  fair  "buyso 

Carrots ,  rhuhar^p,  and  tonatoes  are  all  higher  priced  rn.d  no  re  scarce* 
In  looking  over  availa"ble  neat  supplies,  v.^e  find  that  ahout  the  "best 
quality  "beef  of  the  season  is  nov;  being  offered.    But  prices  vxq  higher  with 
steer  md  heifer  "beef  up  $1^00  to  $2«00  this  week  and  cow  carcasses  $2*00  to 
$6o00  higher*    However,  there  has  "been  no  carry-over  of  supplies  end  killers  are 
increasing  their  slaughter  to  neot  denand.    More  x^lciitiful  supplies  of  verJ. 
are  shovdng  oai  inprovcnent  in  auality,  with  Choice  grade  $loOO  to  $2,00  higher. 
Supplies  of  lanb  arc  fairly  liberal,  but  denrnd  is  rather  uneven  end.  there*  s 
a  v/ider  range  of  curlity.    Only  a  very  light  mount  of  ev/e  nut  ton  is  being 
offered,  but  the  outlet  for  it  is  narrov;.    There  is  evidence  of  less  denond 
for  pork.    Supplies  are  be coning  no re  plentiful,  but  prices  axe  holding  up, 
on^ked  hcjns  caid  bacon  have  trken  rjiother  junp  in  price  rnd  are  $7.00  to  $8«00 
higher* 
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In  rn  effort  to  follow  23astorn  narkot  trends,  San  Frnicisco  but  tor 
prices  have  been  juiixoinc  up  and  down^    Last  wcoic  tliey  v/ont  up  to  reach  78  to  78^ 
cents  per  pound  on  Grade  A  (92  Score)  and  78  cents  on  Grade  B  (90  Score )• 
But  on  Monday  of  this  weeli  they  took  a  drop,  with  Grade  A  (92  Score)  quoted 
at  76  cents  per  povjid  and  Grade  B  (90  Score)  at  75  contsg    Supplies  are  iirht, 
denand  stronc^* 

Hif^her  e^'v^jprices  this  week  shov/  prices  to  "be  up  1  to  3  cents  per  dozen 
from  last  v;eek  and  5  to  8  cents  hi[;hoT  than  last  year^    Denand  ronains  fairly 
good  for  the  :_:oderatoly  heavy  supplies,  "but  a  fev/  qqqs  have  noved  into  storaco* 

Li-::hter  roceiiots  of  -poultry  are  in  no  re  denand  — '  possihly  "because  of 
hitler  neat  costs.    As  a  result,  "broilers  arc  3  cents  hi^:;hor  thru  a  week  ago 
?jid  fryers  are  1  to  2  cents  higher^    Leghorn  fov/1  are  up  4  to  5  cents,  while 
colored  fov/1  aro  running  a  close  second  at  1  to  3~cont  higher  prices* 
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'u\S.  ]li]PABn:raTT  or  AGRICULTUES  In  cooperation  with  ft  he  Ar>p 

Production  aaid  i-Iarketing  Admin,  Federal-State  Marker  il8v;s  Seih/ice 
Irif ozonation  Service 
821  Market  Street,  Hoom  609 
San  Francisco  3,  California 


VJHAT'S  HSTfS  IIT  THH]  MAPXJTS? 
(USDA  Food  Bulletin  for  the  week  ending  March  21,  194?) 

SAIJ  FZIALTCISCO,  March  18  The  in-betv;een-season  that  now  exists  on 

fruits  doesn^t  give  forth  with  very  many  varieties.  So  once  again,  California 
a"Pi3le 5  and  .r^ra^::^e fruit  are  "best  Duys, 

Best  vegeta"ble  "buys  are  artichokes  at  a  lower  price,  cabbage,  spinach. 
and  bunched  vegetables  to  include  radishes  and  mus t ard  greens > 

More  plentiful  and  lov/er  priced  asioaragus  heads  the  list  of  fair  buys, 
along  vdth  cauliflovjer,  plentiful  -peas ,  higher  priced  lettuce ,  onions  and 
potatoes ,  r.'reen  onions ,  and  mushrooms . 

Italian  snuash  is  a  little  lower  priced,  but  tomatoes  are  nov/  ver2r  high. 

This  v;eek^  s  meat  supplies  find  beef  ample*    -he  quality  is  about  the 
best  of  the  season  and  contains  a  high  percentage  of  Good  grade  steer  and 
heifer  carcasses,    Yeal  supplies  are  liberal,  but  are  running  in  a  rather  vride 
range  of  qvLality.    As  for  price,  thoro  i.G  no  appreciable  change  on  either  beef 
or  veal.    Fairly  plentiful  supplies  of  lamb  are  showing  a  wider  range  of 
quality.    And  in  anticipation  of  the  new  crop  spring  lambs  that  v;ill  be  coming 
to  market  soon,  prices  are  $1,00  to  $2.00  lower.    3v;e  mutton  is  selling  $2.00 
to  $4.00  lov:er«    More  plentiful  supplies  of  pork  find  the  majority  of  cuts 
selling  at  lower  prices.    Fresh  pork  loins  are  $4.00  lower,  picnics  $2.00 
lov;er,  spare  ribs  $3.00  to  $5^,00  lov;or,  and  fresh  pork  hajns  are  $2o00  loss. 
Therj's  a  fairly  liberal  supply  of  sm.oked  hams  and  bacon  available. 
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Buttor  supplies  arc  heavier ,  "butter  production  is  higher,  prices  axo 
lower,  aiid  demand  shov/s  improvement.     In  keeping  with  the  price  "breaks  in 
iJastern  markets,  San,  Francisco  wholesale  "butter  prices  range  2|-  to  5|-  cents 
lower  than  last  week,     Grade  A  (92  Score)  is  q_uoted  at  7^  per  pound  and 
G-rade  3  (90  Scoro)  at  69^^.    Por  the  week  ending  March  6,  Pacific  Coast 
production  shov;ed  a  gain  of  6^  and  was  76^  a'bove  the  corresponding  week  last 
year*    Sales  are  holding  up  v;cll  in  the  San  Francisco  market*    Retail  sales  for 
the  week  ending  I-iarch  8  were  l^fo  larger  than  for  the  previous  week  and  230^0 
a'bove  last  year. 

An  increase  in  egg  production  is  resulting  in  heavier  supplies  in  the 
markets*    Prices  c.ro  very  little  higher  than  a  week  ago  with  G-rade  A  Large  eggs 
q_uotod  1/2  to  1  cent  higher  at  48|-  to  49^  per  dozen  sjad  G-rade  A  Mediums  unchanged 
to  1  cent  higher  at  44-^-^,    Orade  A  Small  eggs  continue  at  38j^  and  Grade  3  large 
at  42|^  per  dozenv 

Some  classes  of  x)oultry  are  higher  priced  this  week  as  the  result  of 
lighter  supplies  —  mainly  "broilers  and  fryers.    Both  live  and  dressed  broilers 
are  1  cent  per  pound  higher,  fryers  arc  up  2  cents,  and  dressed  roasters  are  1 
to  2  cents  higher.    On  dressed  turkeys,  we  find  young  hens  2  cents  per  pound 
lower  and  young  toms  1  cent  higher* 
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SAI:!  ?RA:TCISC0,  March  25  Again,  California  ITewtown  aiPiples  and  ^ 

grar:e frn.it  are  tops  as  far  as  good  "buys  are  concerned. 
Small  0 rpn>^e s  for  juice  purposes  ai'e  a  fair  l3uy« 

A  fev/  strav/'berries  from  Southern  Calif omia  are  coming  to  market,  "but 
they  are  still  priced  in  the  luxury  class. 

Heading  the  list  of  "best  vegetable  "buys  are  art i choke s ,  with  asiparagus 
more  plentiful  and  lov/er  priced  running  a  close  second,  and  lower  priced  caVoage 
and  plentiful  .spinach  following  in  close  succession. 

Fair  "buys  include  lower  priced  carrot s  and  rhuharlp,  -pe as ,  squash,  and 
higher  priced  onions  and  -potatoes. 

G-cod  Quality  celery  is  fairly  high  priced  and  a  shade  higher  than  last 
week,  while  lettuce  is  selling  ahout  the  same  and  mushrooms  are  a  little  higher* 
Tomatoes  are  still  hi^ii,  "but  slightly  lov/er  priced  than  last  week* 

Less  demand  a::Ld  lov/sr  prices  seem  to  "be  the  theme  of  the  mieat  market 
this  week,    Beof  slaughter  v;as  held  to  a  minimum  again  in  order  to  work  off 
the  accumulation  of  supTplies.     Choice  grade  is  relatively  scarce  and  there 
is  only  a  light  offering  of  cov/  ca.rcasses.    Prices  are  little  changed  from, 
a  v/eek  ago.    But  plentiful  supplies  of  veal  are  $1.00  to  $2.00  lower  on  a  full 
range  of  quality,    Dem.and  for  lam"b  and  ewe  mutton  is  slow  with  the  result  that 
Cormorcial  to  Choice  lamiis  are  selling  $2.00  to  $4.00  lov/er.    Only  a  moderate 
anoait  of  pork  is  "being  offered,  and  although  inquiry  is  a  little  "broader, 
demand  is  lacking.    Prices  are  lower  v/ith  fr-^sh  picnics,  loins,  and  skinned 
hejns  all  dov.^i  $2.00.    'There  is  very  little  change  on  "bacon. 


(MOiG) 


.i. 


« 


* 


I 


3- 


Butter  prices  are  2  to  2-|-  cents  lovrer  this  v;eek  in  keeping  with  the 
highly  erratic  trends  that  have  "been  existing  in  "butter  markets  all  over  the 
country,    G-rade  A  (92  Score)  is  quoted  at  71  cents  per  pound  and  G-rade  3 
(90  Scora)  at  67y  cents*    Shipments  have  been  attracted  to  the  Pacific  Coast 
"beca-use  of  the  Drcali  in  prices  in  -Eastern  markets.    As  a  result,  supplies  are 
heavier  hero*    -jut  demand  shows  improvement  vdth  retail  sales  four  times  larger 
than  last  yerx  at  this  time, 

2,r:^s  are  fairly  plentiful  now.    Prices  are  lower,  too,  v/ith  G-rade  A  Large 
eggs  2  cents  per  dozen  lov/er  at  46-g-  to  47  cents  per  dozen  and  Mediums  dov/n 
1  cent  at  cents* 

Some  cla.sses  of  ijoultry  are  lower  priced  this  week  as  the  result  of  fej.rly 
largo  supplies  ajid  loss  demand.    Broilers,  snail  fryers,  and  roasters  are  all 
1  to  2  cents  per  poujid  lower;  ho a.vy  fryers  are  down  2  to  4  cents;  and  heavy 
Leghorn  hens  are  1  cent  less.    Turkeys  continue  as  one  of  the  "best  "buys  v/ith 
prices  2  to  5  cents  per  pound  lower  on  dressed  hens» 


